Despite liberal Protestants' purported celebration of other practices, the Parliament, Mislin sees, was infused by assumptions of Christian superiority; and despite liberal Protestants' professed embrace of the integrity of other religions, they were uncomfortable with the idea that the Parliament sent a message "that all religions were equally true and thus interchangeable" (43). Some Protestants, afraid that Christianity's uniqueness was being undermined, "sought to identify as many similarities as possible between Christianity and other traditions and then invoke the parallels as evidence for Christian superiority" (43). Other beliefs, therefore, would be respected, but Christian tenets and ideals would be seen as overarching.
This underlying conviction of Christian superiority was not surprising among liberal Protestants: they were, after all, members of social elites; their congregations were more likely to consist of professionals and business owners rather than immigrant laborers; and they failed to see how many members' condescension toward immigrants fueled their churches' reputation as inhospitable. They made a valiant effort to construct a vision of America as JudeoChristian; since they were by nature social reformers, they strived to oppose anti-Semitism and racism, efforts, Mislin asserts, that did not
